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CONCERNING THE FUTURK RESPONSIBILITINS AND TASKS OF THE

NORTHWEST REGION
By
Pl'eng Te-huai

The liberation of the Northwest is a brilliant achievement of a long
arduous struggle of the People's Liberation Army, the people of the Northwest,
and the peonle of the entire nation, It is the victory of our great and
heroic leadetship of Chairman Mao Tse-tung as well as his strategy. From now
on, the five provinces of the Northwest will be entering a new period of peace-
ful reconstruction; all nationalities in the Northwest must rise up in unison
to consolidate the people's democratic dictatorship and to rebuild a new
Northwest.

le The war of liberation of the people in the Northwest repion has been
achieved brilliantly. Our new task should te directed mainly toward the exter-
mination of the banditsy; wiping out of snecial agentsy carrying out of demo=-
cratic reformsy mobilization of our strength; economizing of food, clothing
and shelter; overcoming of difficulties; and the development of our production
efforts, In the old liberated areas, whick included border areas of Shensi,
Ninghsia, and Kansu, every effort must be made to restore and develop pro=-
duction since land problem has been basically solveds In the semi-liberated
areas, such as Huang—lung'Subdistrict, tﬁey should continue to arouse the
masses to complete the work of land distribution., In the newly liberated areas,
effort must be directed toward pushing democratic reforms in addition to deve-
loving urban activities, Along this line, the first step is to exterminate

local bandits, wipe out special agents, opnose and exterminate wicked despots,

RESTRICTED -

i ) s
t 2

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/03/28 - CIA-RDP82-00039R000200060014-9 - &




: - 14-9
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/03/28 : CIA-RDP82-00039R0002000600

[

push rend reduction, and weaken all feudalistic powers, Upon completion of
these tasks, the work of instituting land reform and of eradicating feudal
system must be nushed in keeping with the realistic goal of our revolution.
It is well to remember thet in enforcing these measures, the level of con-
sciousness and the degree of organizational progress among the masses must
be considered,

2. From theend of 1950 harvest to spring cultivation in 1951, land re-
form program should be carried out in most of Shensi, in certain parts of
Kansu and Ningsia, and in certain districts of Tsinghai with the aim of

not only giving the cadres experience in this field hut to Prepare and orient

the masses for ultimate completion of this program in the entire area, especially

after the completion of the 1951 harvest and prior to 1952 planting season,
For the time being, land reform program should not be instituted in the
minority nationality districts or in districts inhabitated by many minority
nationalities, Uhen lahd reform program should be carried out in these dis=
tricts should be determined by the degree of progress made by them along
social consciousness and local developments, Exception to the above could and
should be made in the Chinese and Moslem districts of Kansu, Ningsia and
Tsinghai, since they are more advanced intellectuslly and are able to under-
stand the purport of the land reform movemsht, It is imperative that befofe
land redistribution is effected, the rent being paid by the peasants to the
landlords be reduced by 25-30 percent in accordance with the rent reduction
regulations announced by the govermment. During the redistribution of land,
those lands belonging to the pjiddle-class farmers must not be touched, The

surplus land of the ponfiscated landldrds and rich farmers, as well as their

livestock, farm implements, and housesx 1oc§1§g€§n adjacent villages, will all
]
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be redistributed to the landless beasants and to those who hold only a little
land. There can be no grabting tactics or unfounded claims apainst property
owners.

Regarding industrial and commercial enterprises of landlords and rich
farmers, thoy must be nrotected and must not, under any pretense, be con-
fiscated or damaged. Landlords will be required to distribute their lands
equitably to the peasants., In the implementation of these measures, the
A1l-Cirdédes Peonle's Respresentative Conference and the Peasants! Representa=-
tives Conference should be convened to carry out and announce the leral
orders issued by the government; to educate the masses, to strictly carry
out the orders of thhe government, etc., so that land reform in the rural
districts will be enforced enthusiastically by the masses.

When violators must be dealt with, they must be given fair trial in
accordance with established laws; they must be turned over to the peonle's
courts or provisional tribunsls., All death gentences imposed must be first
aporoved by the people's government of provincial level or above before they
are carried out, All tortuous third-degree methods of punishment and similar
insulting and criminal behaviors must be eliminated,

For the preparation of land distribution activities, there must be planned
and conscientious training of cadres. The masses must be aroused; they must
be organized; and ch'u and hsiang Poasants' Representatives conferences must
be convened to disseminate the experiencés gained in the land reform movement
in the old 1iberatéd areas‘énd to reprint and discuss the problem of demar-
cating thé clagses.’ Thése‘ch'u and hsiang peasants' representatives con-

ferences are to be convened by presedural election of represenbatives at mass
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meaetings to be called by workers and revolutionary intellectual elements of
the villapes, Those elected and who participate in these conferences are

to exercise the authority vested upon them and to serve as the executive organ
in carrying out land reform program in the districts., Matters such as how

the land reform propram is to he instituted, operating costs, changes in poli=-
cies, etc,, should be discussed at the Peasants' Representatives Conference,
Anyone who failk to carry out hls or her duty properly and who fails to reform
after he has Teen criticized may be referred to the Peasants' Representatives
Conference, which is empowered to report the matter to a higher level govern-
ment to have such person removed; in such way, the democratic political author-
it# of the rural people may be effectdvely carried out.

3. Within a certain period, agriculture and livestock industry must be
the center of economic reconstruction in the Northwest. IFmom the standrcint
of agriculture, the productivity of the masses must be raised; the seeds and
methods used in agricultural pursuits must be improved. In addition, water
conservancy projects must be developed and special attention must be given to
the oreservation of forests and grasslands., It is paramount that we undertake
prevention and control of calamities in accordance with the task assigned us
by the Central People's Govermment, One of the tasks assigned calls for the
increase in food production by 330 million catties and in cotton production
by 120,000 piculs during 1950, We must not let livestock production of Kénsu,
Ningsia and Sinkiang fall below the 1949 figures; to accomplish this, due
stress must be given to -the traiping of livestock cadres, and veterinary
stations in the districts inhabited by‘herdsmen as well as epizoitic prevention

measures must be developed and establlshed.

-

In the fields of industry and transportatlon, we must build the T'ien-

Lan Rallway Line and repair the’ T’len-Pao Raiifay‘line; repair and restoration

ESTRIGT
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of public roeds must be undertaken. Snoeial stress must be given to potro-
loum production, espacially with regard to restoring production at Yu~men
0il Tield, "u-su 0il field, etc. The VFsiang-t'ang 0il fields must be re-=
opendd, In the field of industry, cotton, wool, and leather industries must
be developedy also matters such as inerease in production, raise in quality,
improving production methods, expansion of markets, economically usage of
raw naterials, etce, must be properly solved, To carry out these activities,
we must dapend on raising the political consciousness of the masses, On
coordinating operathans, and by unity petween labor and management. As for
privately-operated anternrises, those which are beneficial to the masses must
be protected and developed.

Panking and exchange enterprises must be taught to perform the functbions

of seeing that capital and materials are properly digtributed and of stabilizing

the prices. These activities are important in restoring and increasing pro-
duction. To meet and overcome financial requirements, it is important that
ecach and everyonse of us bear the hurden of paying texes to ghe government, of
subscribing to government bonds, of contributing our sharés of balancing our
budget, and of ipsuring that unnecessary expenditures are climinated. Factors
which will help us in meeting postwar financial and economic dicficulties are:
participating in production activities, olimination of corruption, waste and
extravagance, and daing our part faithfully end energeticallye.

The Northwast Fimence and E&onomics Committee must adont a concrete plan
for meebing 511 financial and economic needs of the Northwests.

T4 is also imp ortant that propeT relief work e undertaken in this
region. Because of natural calamities encountered 1ast year, ahd also be-
cause of the small harvest resulting from wartime destruction and pillaging
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of KMT troops, 1t is extremely difficult to 1ighten the burden now being
placed upon the nasses, MoveoveT, the sorious snring drought as well a8
droupht suffered in certain districts during last winter makes it all the
more difficult to achieve this goal., To carry out these measures for imnro=
ving the 1ivelihood of tha masses, all governments must rally, initiate and
promots ppoduction, set up mutual-aid team to oase hardships of some peonle,
advocate oquality and freedom to all, and insure repayment of loans., It is
also very important that measures be taken to insure distribution of products,
to inprove yransportation facilities, and to develop nroduction cooperatives.
These measures will help greatly in the exvort of native products to meet
local requirements of daily necessities.

In food defichant arcas, sugarl and liquor production should be banned.
Wilitery end civilian workers of all organs shovld be asked to cut out one
or two meals a day to extend relief to drought victims; other similar measures
must be taken to help those who are starving to eliminate starvation death.

Le In additidn to extefminating the enemy, the PIA has done & great of
work to develop local areas. Theye wers many instances in which the members
of the military units participated in production activities to 1ighten the
burden of the massesS. The aid rendered i the PIA has helped tremendous 1y
in overcoming our financial and economic difficulties.

At present, the five provinces in\the Northwest have been complately
1iberated and are now in the midst of preparing for spring paAznting, for anni=
hilating bandits, for advancing activities of the local areas, and opreparing
themselves for spring production aptivities. Based on 1dcal conditions,

. gome areas arekopening up barren land, developing water conservancy project,
construéting railwéy and publicvroad, and‘other such essential activities for

STRIGTED

8

i
i+ Declassified in ‘Part - Sal

At
zed Copy A
py Approved for Release 2012/03/28 : CIA-RDP82-00039R0002000600
14-9




davelo

ness inde

o with the dire

In accordanc

should engage in

prises.

the nrofits

over to the

jaele}

men are mw

a computation t

of food per MOU, this

food ca

production,

14 is belleV
will be engaged in P

political

1 am firmly con

hav

people

ping the Forthwests

pendently, it i
The law call

s in Sknkiang wh

n be produced.

e shown during t
assigaments

will emeTge

equal that of th

54

by the @entral People

are ‘the pest form

classes,;parties,

Since

ctive

construction ac

gained from Pr

production unit and

planning to 0
hat 5 tou.zgne

would me
Going @

some L million

ed that some

consciousness a

rident thab t

In the cour

purin 1950,

's reprasentatives c

s pmramount tha

b
s for private

oduction, the T@

o are participa
pen up OF recla

tou equals 10.

additional catt

oduction activi

nd has achieve

he war years,

se of this gre

to become the le

we musb convene

15 governments
of organization for mobilizin

nationalities,

RESTRICT £

the PLA is forbi
t this poiicy
jssued by

sgities to al

enterprensurs to

the counbtrye There
im 600,000
9 liqu

an that some 300,0

Jittle

ies of

AO0,000 people of

tigs SOON.

hey will, with the s

aders of produ

e war heroéSe

onferences in accord

etc, “After

dden from goin

Chairman 80,

maining 60 peT

ting in product

00 additional s}

further, if on

Shensi, Kansu,

d high productio

godtinne to car
at production m

ction activities;

all-circles,

The people

Declassified in P
art - Sanitized C
opy Approved for Release 2012/03/28 : CIA-R
. . -RDP82-00039R00!
0200060014-9

b

rthhold

cent to be

are more than
of land.

s or X0

mou

id quart

cotton C

These peonle DOS

n output

ame resolutene

ance wit
's represent

g and uniting

policies adopte

ion activities.

e hase this on ¢

ry oub their pr

ovment, many L

municipal, hsien,
h the directive

atives confe

g into busi=
o closely edhered to.

nilitary units

d both public and private enter=

40 percent of

turned
100,000

These

pased oN

.35 1itan§7

jculs of

obton

an be produced.

and Ningsia

sess & high

in the paste

ss that they

oduction

abor herces

their glory will

and other
s issusd

rences
all democratic

3 at these con~




i
]
i
H
5
1

Declassified in Part iti
- Saniti
ized Copy Approved for Release 2012/03/28 : CIA-RDP82-00:
. - -00039R000200060014-
-9

| RESTRICTED

farenoes,uwhon‘approﬁgd, should be proadcasted to the masses in order to

cement the relationship of the peonle's government and the njasses, to elevate

the political consciousness of the paople, to expedite the completion of any

task, to astablish 2 united front of ‘the peorile's democratic dictatorship and

the people's democracy, and to consolidate and comnlate tho organization

petween the people and the governmént. The all-circles people's conferences

should be convened in Shensi, Kansu, Ningsia, Tsinghai, and Sinkiang this

yeals All-circles people's conferences in the large administeative districts

of the Northwest should be convened in 1951, During the convocation of

an all-circles people's representatives conferences, democratic procedures,

criticism and self-criticism, investigation work, etc., should be employed

to offectively carry out the work assigned. PBureaucratic tendency must be

avoided.

6o In thé fisld of oducation, there are now 29 snecial schools of umiver-

sity level yith more than 5,000 students attending. Tn addition to the ele-

mentary schools which are too nurdeous to mention, there are over 280 middle

schools with more than 70,000 enrollment in the Northwest today. AlL govern®

ments must give sufficient attention to the education of workers and should

expand social education as well as education of the minority nationalities.

There must e widespread training of workers! cadres and technical cadres to

meet the requirements of essential reform and reconstruction. Cultural education

of members of the PLA must be 1aunched; with the army as & unit, middle schools

with an enrodlment of about 5,000 students should be set up in the military

force to provide facilities for the officers and men to advance themselves

culturally s° that they can becom® the core of all reconstruction activities

and politicalvand cultural adVanceménts of our countrys.

L
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Ax for health activities, measures must be taken to oliminate any out-
bresk of disecases and epidemies. Widespread education and propagands. activi-
ties must be underbaken in the field of sanitation to arouse the people's
consciousness. Hoaltb facilities, training of medical nersonnel, and other
such measures must also be pushe da. Tn all classes offered to the women
cadres, it is important that a course in child hygiene be incorporated.

Culturally, the consciousness of the neoplke must be aroused, The masses
must be pushed in the field of mutual cooneration with their fellowmen, and
01d obsolete cultural habits must be eldminated. Cultural assistant to
the minority nationalities must be encouraged SO that cultural aid can truly
serve the broad masses.

7, On the basis of the principle of equality, unity and mutedl assist-
ance, self-govermment must be carried out in all areas inhabitefied by the
minority nationalities. In all provinces where the minority natichalities
reside, they must be given the opporthnity to participate in the all-circles
representatives conference. Disputes between the different nationalities
must be settled by the Minority Nationalities' Poople's Consulﬁative Council
with the assistance of the people's government in accordance with the princi=
ples set up in the Common Program.

NGreat Nationality" Doctrine and the "Narrow Nationality" DNoctrine are
contradictory; discrimimation against the minority nationalities and any attempt
to oppress OTr disunite a race are acts forbidden by our Common Program. Cadre
schools and clazsses should be established for the minority nationalities to
help them better themselves, to carry out the principle of equality,fetc.

Freedoms of trade, partering, setting up of consumers cooperatives, and organi-

zing of own transportation and shipping~fa?;$$pies by the minority nationalities
' o T AR
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must hot be interfercd withe All minority nationalities must develop their
languages; they shall Yo guaranteed froedoms of pelief, customs and habitse

1 firmly believe that only W conforming o the Common Program of the
Chinase Peoplets Political Consultative Conference and by following the leader-
ship of the Central Poople's Govennment, can ¥e become firmly united to

overcome the various difficulties and to officiently menage our own affairSe
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